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Two disk-like D-A type chromophores with multi-triphenylamine donors and hexaazatriphenylenes
acceptors were synthesized and fully characterized by 'H and '*C NMR, elemental analysis and mass
spectrometry. The effects of the hexaazatriphenylene on the optical and electrochemical properties
and band gap of the chromophores were investigated. As the hexaazatriphenylene core fused with three
thiophene rings, the band gaps of the compounds could be tuned from 1.65eV to 1.15eV. The n-7*
absorption peak and charge-transfer absorption peak of the hexaazatriphenylene compounds were red
shifted from visible spectrum region (393 and 530 nm) to near-infrared spectrum region (542 and
756 nm). In addition, due to an increase in the 7 electronic coupling between electron donor and electron
acceptor, the extinction coefficient (charge-transfer absorption) of the hexaazatriphenylene compound

decreases 85% from 3.4 x 10 mol~' dm > cm~' to 0.5 x 10 mol~! dm >3 cm

-1
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There is a continuing interest in low band gap organic materials
due to their advanced electronic and electro-optic properties.! The
main principles for constructing low band-gap polymers include
tailoring the aromatic/quinoid character of a conjugated system,
its rigidification into a planar conformation and the alternation of
n-donor and m-acceptor fragments in the polymer chain. Further-
more, much less is known about monomeric organic compounds
with a low HOMO-LUMO gap, which can be engineered by linkage
of an electron donor (introducing a high-lying HOMO) and an elec-
tron acceptor (introducing a low-lying LUMO) with a spacer unit
which precludes mixing of HOMO and LUMO orbitals.? Thus, the
donor-acceptor (D-A) type of chromophores are particularly of
interest to us as potential NIR chromophores because their band
gap levels can be readily tuned through a variety of donors and
acceptors.® However, compared to the vast majority of known elec-
tron donor compounds, there is only a few electron acceptor mol-
ecules have been synthesized and studied.*

Recently, pyrazine has been used in the design and synthesis of
electron acceptor materials, owing to its electron-deficient nat-
ure.>"® Our research group has studied a series of pyrazine-con-
taining acene-type conjugated molecules, and some unique
structure—property relationships have been reported.® Among the
pyrazine compounds, the hexaazatriphenylene that contains three
n-deficient pyrazine nuclei at its core has been investigated as
electron acceptor materials.'® Very recently, Wang and co-workers

* Corresponding authors. Tel.: +86 312 3382004; fax: +86 312 5079317 (B.G.);
tel.: +86 431 85262108; fax: +86 431 85685653 (L.W.).
E-mail addresses: bxgao@hbu.cn (B. Gao), lixiang@ciac.jl.cn (L. Wang).

0040-4039/$ - see front matter © 2010 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
doi:10.1016/j.tetlet.2010.02.039

reported the synthesis and characterization of a new series of mul-
ti-armed disk-like D-A type of NIR chromophores having a large
hexaazatriphenylene heterocyclic acceptor as a core.!’ The thie-
no|3,4-b]pyrazines appear to be an ideal candidate for band gap
modulation, which could lower the band gap dramatically when
incorporated into a polymer backbone.'? Furthermore, the tris (thi-
eno)hexaazatriphenylene compounds, bearing three fused thie-
no[3,4-b]pyrazines as core, show electron-accepting ability.!®
Here, we report two tunable band gaps of chromophores for
near-infrared absorbing with multi-triphenylamine donors and tris
(thieno)hexaazatriphenylenes acceptors (Scheme 1).

The synthetic approach of compound 2 is outlined in
Scheme 2.1415 Stille coupling between 2,5-dibromo-3,4-dinitrothi-
ophene and tributyl[4-(N,N-diphenylamino)phenyl]stannane gave
the intermediate 5, which was reduced with SnCl, in the presence
of HCI to afford diamine 6 in a yield of 80%. Tricondensed of the
hexaketocyclohexane with precursor 6 in acetic acid gave raw
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Scheme 2. Synthetic sequence of hexaazatriphenylene compound.

products. After purification by silica gel column chromatography,
pure compound 2 was obtained in good yield of 70%. However,
both hexaketocyclohexane and precursor 6 are air sensitive, they
have to be freshly prepared. Otherwise, the yield of the condensa-
tion products drops significantly. Structures of compounds 2 and 1
were confirmed by NMR spectra, elemental analysis and mass
spectra. Thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) performed under nitro-
gen revealed that these compounds were thermally stable with
weight loss temperature beyond 400 °C.

The electrochemical properties of compounds 1 and 2 in CH,Cl,
were studied in a three-electrode electrochemical cell with BuyN-
ClO4 (0.1 M) electrolyte and Ag/AgCl reference electrode. The cor-
responding data are collected in Table 1. Figure 1 shows the
cyclic voltammograms of compounds 1 and 2. On cathodic scan-
ning, compound 1 exhibits one reversible reduction wave at
—0.70 V versus Ag/AgCl and the second quasi-reversible reduction
wave at —1.06 V. Compounds 2 also exhibit two reduction waves.
The first reduction wave of compound 2 is shifted by 290 mV to
more positive potential compared to that of compound 1, suggest-
ing the enhanced electron affinity. Replaced three benzene rings in
the hexaazatrinaphthylene by three electron-rich thiophene rings,
compound 2 has three fused thieno[3,4-b]pyrazines, which is a
polarized species and lowers the reduction potentials dramatically.
Scanning from 0 to 1.6 V, compounds 1 and 2 show reversible mul-
ti-electron oxidation wave at 0.95V and 0.74, respectively. Com-
pared to compound 1, the oxidation potential of compound 2 is
shifted by 210 mV to more negative potential. It attributes to the
conjugation between the aryl substituents and the hexaazatri-
phenylene core. The dihedral angle of 1,2-diaryl-benzene is usually
larger than the dihedral angle of 1,2-diaryl-thiophene.'®” It is very
interesting that electron-rich thiophene rings fused with hexaaz-
atriphenylene can improve reduction potentials, and reduce oxida-
tion potentials of the donor-acceptor type chromophores.

The lowest unoccupied molecular orbital (LUMO), the highest
occupied molecular orbital (HOMO) and band gap (Eg) levels of
these compounds were determined from their electrochemical
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Figure 1. Cyclic voltammograms of compounds 1 and 2 were performed with a
three-electrode cell in 5.0 x 107 mol/L dichloromethane solution with 0.1 M
tetrabutylammoniumperchlorate at a scan rate of 100 mV/s. A glass carbon disk
(2-mm diameter) was used as a working electrode with a Pt wire as the counter
electrode and an Ag/AgCl electrode as the reference electrode.

data and their absorption data. The LUMO and HOMO were esti-
mated from the onset reduction potentials and the onset oxidation
potentials, respectively. The LUMO, HOMO and Eg levels of com-
pounds 1 are —3.70, —5.35 and 1.65 eV, respectively. Fused three
electron-rich thiophene rings with hexaazatrinaphthylene, the
LUMO, HOMO and Eg levels of compound 2 are shifted to —3.99,
—5.14 and 1.15 eV. In comparison, compound 2 has relatively low-
er LUMO, higher HOMO and small band gap.

The absorption of compound 1 and 2 was recorded in dichloro-
methane (Fig. 2). The absorption bands of compound 1 with peak
at 393 nm are attributed to the hexaazatriphenylene core m-mt*
transition, while the absorption bands with peak at 530 nm are
attributed to the charge-transfer absorption involving the elec-
tronic transition from the donor moieties (triphenylamine) to the

I)E;Jl:i]ceall and electrochemical properties and band gap data of hexaazatriphenylene compounds
Compound Jabs (6/1074[mol/L cm]) Elp® E%* HOMOP E™d (V) LUMO® ¢
(nm) (nm) (eV) W) (eV) E'(V) E* (V) (eV) (eV)
1 392 (3.93) 530 (3.40) 2.05 0.95 -5.35 -0.70 —1.06 -3.70 1.65
2 542 (2.40) 756 (0.50) 1.31 0.74 -5.14 —0.41 —0.65 -3.99 1.15
@ Egp = 1240/230% .

b HOMO = —(4.40 + EX).
¢ LUMO = —(4.40 + E™).

d g2 _ pox _ pre
E2,, = E™ —E*.
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Figure 2. Absorption spectra of compounds 1 and 2 in dichloromethane solution
with a concentration of 10~> mol/L.

electron-deficient hexaazatriphenylene core. Compared with com-
pound 1, the m—rt* transition and the charge-transfer absorption of
compound 2 are red shifted to 542 nm and 756 nm, respectively.
The CT bands of compound 2 appear at near-infrared wavelengths
(756 nm), further indicating a greater electron-accepting ability of
the core of compound 2. Replaced three benzene rings in the hexa-
azatrinaphthylene by three electron-rich thiophene rings, the
extinction coefficient (charge-transfer absorption) of the hexaaz-
atriphenylene compounds decreases 85% from 3.4 x 10* mol ™!
dm—3cm™ to 0.5 x 10° mol~! dm~3 cm™". This indicates that the
1t electronic coupling between electron donor and electron acceptor
is enhanced, but charge-transfer characterization is reduced.'®

In summary, the two chromophores with multi-triphenylamine
donors and hexaazatriphenylenes acceptors have been successfully
designed and synthesized. The energy band of these two chro-
mophores has been investigated. The data indicate that the fused
electron-rich thiophene is a good building block for modulate band
gap of the D-A type chromophores. The disk-like D-A type com-
pound 2 has relatively lower LUMO, higher HOMO, smaller band
gap than compound 1, corresponding to charge-transfer absorption
red shifted to near-infrared spectrum band.
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